PART V
SELECTED
HAFTAROT




CHAPTER 22
Pesach

Introductory Note

The choice of texts for most haftarot is a matter of custom, albeit
well-established, not halachah. However, the haftarot for the Yamim
Tovim, Chanukah and Rosh Chodesh are specified in the Gemara'
and in the Shulchan Aruch. This chapter and those that follow
discuss the reasons for those selections and the special problems that
some of those selections present.

The First Day

The Shulchan Aruch states: On the first day of Pesach, the
haftarah is from Yehoshua, beginning “xonn nya” / “At that time.”?
This refers to Yehoshua 5:2, which is the Sephardic custom,’ and also
the custom in Frankfurt am-Main.* The reason this section is read is
that it describes the first Korban Pesach brought by the Jewish people
in Eretz Yisrael ?

' Megillah 31a-b.

2 0.C. 488:3.

*  Kaf Hachaim 488:3.

*  The Hirsch Chumash, Vol. VI, p. 577.
S Ibid.
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format of the day's Torah reading.'? The haftarah for the eighth day
alludes to the fall of Sancheirev, which took place on Pesach."

Shabbat Chol Ha'moed

On Shabbat which falls during Chol Hamoed the haftarah is
“m 1 sy nn” / “The hand of Hashem was upon me.”'* This
reference is to Yechezkel 37:1, the prophecy of the dry bones. The
reason for this selection is the tradition that o>nnn monn/the
Resurrection of the Dead will occur in the month of Nissan."
Alternatively, this selection relates to Pesach in that the dry bones to
which Yechezkel gave life were those of the Jews who left Egypt
before the Exodus, and were killed.'®

12" The Torah reading on the seventh day of Pesachis “»v» N /“The Song
at the Sea.”

B Rashi, Megillah 31a T¥1 921 pvon 771 and ovN MYy 0.
* Shulchan Aruch O.C. 490:9
5 Taz 490:4; Mishnah Berurah 490:14.

' Rashi, Megillah 31a mwa>n mnsya .
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CHAPTER 35
Achare1 Mot and
Kedoshim

A Rarely Read Haftarah

As explained in Chapter 17, there is some controversy regarding
the appropriateness of reading the haftarah usually associated with
Parashat Kedoshim because of the verse, “0nTn vy NN LVOVYNN
PmMaymn 93 Aax anynm” / “Now you, son of man, won't you
rebuke? Won't you rebuke the city of bloodshed, and inform her of
all her abominations?””! Although we rule that this haftarah may be
read, in fact, it rarely is.”> The reason for this is as follows:

There are four sets of calendrical circumstances which can
prevent us from reading this haftarah. First, in many years, the
parashot Acharei Mot and Kedoshim are combined as one, causing us
to lose a haftarah. If that does not happen, it is likely either that the
Shabbat on which Kedoshim is read will be Rosh Chodesh or the day
before Rosh Chodesh, or that Acharei Mot will be read on Shabbat
Hagadol. 1n all of those cases, a special haftarah is read, again

' Yechezkel 22:2.

2 In the last hundred years, it was read only in the years 5662/1902,

5679/1919,5703/1943,5706/1946,5730/1970 and 5757/1997. Sorare s this
haftarah, that in 1943, R' Yechiel Michel Tikochinski, author of the well-
known calendar listing the customs of Yerushalayim, was forced to advertise
in the newspaper seeking citizens of Yerushalayim old enough to reliably
report on the custom of the city.
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